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The Easter Weekend passed so quickly. Hopefully all of you that spent time with family, 

enjoyed the beautiful weather and the beaches. Now that the chocolates, hot cross buns and 

Easter eggs are all finished, thoughts turn 

to how these traditions came about. 

1. The tallest Easter egg chocolate was made in Italy in 
2011. It stood at 10.39 meters and weighed an 
astounding 7,200 kg. 

2. The art of painting eggs is called pysanka, which 
originated in Ukraine. It involves using wax and dyes to 
colour the egg. 

4. The term Easter gets its name from Eostre, the Anglo
-Saxon goddess who symbolizes the hare and the egg. 
One of Eostre’s symbols of fertility was, 
understandably, a bunny rabbit, thanks to their 
prolific reproductive cycles. 

5. The exchange or giving of Easter eggs actually dates back to before Easter and the giving of eggs is actually considered a 
symbol of rebirth in many cultures. 

6. There used to be a tradition churches observed that resembled the game of "hot potato." Here, the priest would toss a 
hard boiled egg to one of the choir boys. The boys would toss the egg amongst themselves and when the clock struck 12, 
whomever had the egg was the winner and got to keep the egg. 

7. Are you an ears, arms or tail person? Seventy-six percent of people eat the ears on the chocolate bunny first, 5 percent go 
for the feet and 4 percent for the tail. 

8. The Easter egg is said to symbolize and represent joy, celebration and new life. 

9. Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Christ; it is the oldest Christian holiday and one of the most important 
days of the year. 

10. Workers in Birmingham, who make the famous Cadbury Creme Egg, produce more than 1.5 million egg delights a year. 

11. The idea of the Easter bunny giving candies and eggs is said to have originated in Germany during the middle ages. 

12. Every year Easter falls on a different day, and you can blame 
the moon for that. Christ’s death coincides with the Jewish 
Passover, which is celebrated during the first full moon after the 
vernal equinox, better known as the first day of spring. The rule 
was set for the Christian church by the Council of Nicaea, stating 
that Easter would be held on the first Sunday after the first full 
moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox.  
 
13. The hot cross bun marks the end of Lent and different parts of 
the hot cross bun have a certain meanings. The cross representing 
the crucifixion of Jesus. The spices inside signifying the spices 
used to embalm him at his burial and may also include orange 
peel to reflect the bitterness of his time on the Cross.  

 
 

http://http/www.religionfacts.com/christianity/holidays/easter.htm
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/determining-easter-date.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spice
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Another selection of Mike Caine’s beautiful phots. A Black 

Collared Barbet, a black Sparrowhawk and an African Pipit. 



WIDENHAM WANDERERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Campers. 

Roll on the month of April, and we have enjoyed our first outing for 2021, being at Ilanga Resort & Caravan Park at 
Banana Beach for the 19th – 23rd April.   Although few in number, the outing was enjoyable. 

The next planned outing is to TO Strand, and more details will be distributed by email to the members.  If you are a new 
arrival at the Widenham Village and enjoy camping/caravanning, please contact us for information about our social 
outings. 

The following has been extracted from the Newsletter of one of the local CCSA Regions – [with acknowledgement to 
‘CCSA Natal Midlands”] – “Apparently, many caravan and trailer towers are experiencing problems when they stop at 
a robot - thieves are sneaking in between your car or trailer and pulling up your handbrake or simply unhitching your 
trailer and when you jump out your vehicle to inspect, you get hijacked. Have a look at "Kamp-Mal" on Facebook.”   It 
pays to be careful and to remain aware of your surroundings. 

We will be in the Kruger National Park to mid-May, so may miss providing an article for the May issue of ‘The Widenham 
Whisperer’. If anyone would like to contribute an article, please forward it to Marilyn Folly, on or before 8th May. 

 Wishing you good health and safe travels. 

 Ronald & Rose King – Cottage 146 WRV, ext 4001; 082-9246106; kingrdl@mweb.co.za 
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   Hey everyone!     

Line dancing has started up again in the Barn and we’d love to see more of you 
joining us. 

We want to start a Beginner’s Class Mondays  3 – 4pm 

Please contact Mari 082 859 1759 or Ext 0250 if you are interested 

 Advanced classes : Mondays 
& Thursdays 2 – 4pm in the Barn 

 

If anyone is keen to take over this 
group kindly contact Mari. 

 

mailto:kingrdl@mweb.co.za


 

 

          Cynthia Price—Cottage 118 Ext 0216 

          Shona Vince—Cottage 119 Ext 0223 

 

 

 

Crafty Chicks had a bumper month. On display were 

some of the knitted garments. WRV folk donated Easter 

Eggs. Cynthia Price and Lynne Stewart prepared the art 

work, Bridgit Rounce supplied the packets and the ladies 

packaged the goodies. Nokubonga from District 49 had a 

birthday party on 20th March with gifts donated by the 

Crafty Chicks. Easter packets were also donated to the 

Alexander Old Age Home. 
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Bible Study  

Rosemary Combes  Cottage 136—Ext 0230—Wednesday Evenings at 18.45 

Carolyn Perkin Cottage  129—Ext 0267—Tuesdays at 13.30 

It somehow feels as if we have been in Lent since March 26th 2019 and not just the usual 40 days. Thankfully, 

even though Holy week was rather low key for many of us, we were able to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection on 

Easter Sunday once again in our various places of worship. Just as during Lent we are encouraged to look 

inwards and assess our progress on our Christian journey so the lockdown has given us time to meditate on our 

priorities in life. We have come to realise how important our health is to us especially as we get older, how 

important our families are to us especially those of us with families overseas who, at the moment, seem so out 

of reach, and we have come to really appreciate life in our village in our beautiful God given surroundings. Maybe we have also come to 

realise the importance of our Christian faith even more than before the pandemic. Psalm 34 v4 says” Ï sought the Lord, and he answered 

me, and delivered me from all my fears” .Now that the vaccine roll-out looks much more imminent we can be thankful that our prayers have 

been answered and hopefully, an end to the Covid nightmare is closer. 

If you wish to join one of our 3 interdenominational Bible study groups in English or Afrikaans please phone Rosemary on 0230, cot 136 
 
Rosemary Combes  

Nigel Combes Our Weather Man 

Unfortunately Nigel’s box of tricks for the weather was struck by lightening so he is unable to give us the statistics for last month. 

We do however, have the total rainfall for March— 101,7 mm 

 

DIVCOM INFORMATION—APRIL 2021 

Residents are still asking what is Divcom and who are the  members. 

The Divisional Committee currently consists of three members nominated and chosen by the residents to represent them 

in any request or dispute that they are not satisfied with, to the management of Widenham Village. 

They are Chris Dowie unit 283 land line 4029,   Mike Wilkinson unit 106 land line 0232, Mike Dilks unit 139 land line 

0233 and the RAC Interim Chairman Ivan O’Sullivan unit 176 land line 0255. 

The K9 committee is run by Debbie and Mike Dennison unit 242 land line 4092 who will assist you regarding any issues 

or concerns you might have. 

Your Panic button should be kept in a convenient place that is easily accessible even when one is possibly floor bound. 

Residents Activities Committee 

As this committee is your representation and acts totally on your behalf, everything is open and transparent. This 

said the minutes of every meeting are posted on  both notice boards. These are situated as the end of Hibiscus 

Avenue in front of the little data processing hut and  at the Administration Block. Please take the time to read the 

information and any comments will be greatly appreciated. 
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THE ART CLUB  

Convenor –Jean Taylor—Cottage 304—Ext 4049—Cell 072 193 9001 

 

At a recent meeting we concentrated on Collage. Magazine images were cut out and glued together in a composition. 

Reality and perspective did not matter. 

I then did a watercolour painting from the collage. 

Happy painting Jean Taylor 
 

 

A watercolour from a collage by Jean Taylor and a 

collage by Joan Marriott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collage by Margie Prior and a collage drawing by 

Sheila Schutte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collages by Sheila 

Turner, Lynette 

Stewart and Jean 

Parsons 
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Forthcoming events : Each month there will be either an event or entertainment for approval by the Covid 

Panel. Examples given below 

 28th May           - Quiz Night with Entertainer 

 25th June - Saxophonist Evening with Soup & Rolls 

30th July           - Beetle Drive & Hot Dessert Evening 

27th August - Entertainer 

These events may not necessarily be organised by WEDG, other clubs and groups are encouraged to be involved 

and liaise with WEDG and RAC.  Mari Webster Cott 169       WEDG Chairperson 
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Beauty Products 

 

NaturCare Aloe Products 

Skin Care, Sun Care, Health Care, Body 

Care, Hand Care, Foot Care, Hair Care, 

Home Care 

Jenny Sneedon Cottage 138  - Ext 

0258                                                                                                            

 

CHEF’S CORNER 

 

Crunchies  

 

Submitted by Ruth Tomlinson Cottage 159 

 

 

1 ¼ cups flour   1 ¼ cups breakfast oats   1 ¼ cups coconut 

¾ cup sugar   1 heaped tablespoon syrup                ½  cup butter 

1 teaspoon bicarb                   3 or 4 tablespoons boiling water 

Mix the dry ingredients together. Melt the syrup and butter together. Combine the bicarb with the water and add to the 
butter and syrup. Mix together with the dry ingredients. Press the mixture into a swiss roll tin, and bake for 20 mins @ 300. 
Press down the sides if they seem to be rising too much. When light brown, remove from oven and cut into squares. Return 
the crunchies to the oven which has been switched off for about 10 minutes to dry out. Allow crunchies to cool off in tin 
before removing them. 

 

(If you have a recipe you would like to share please forward to either Marilyn or Viv for inclusion in next newsletter. Many 
Thanks.) 

Avon Representative 

Elaine Daker—Cottage 109—

Ext 4033—084 245 7245. 

Elaine also has a number of 

items in stock for gifts. 

                 WRV Canine Representatives 

Michael and Deborah Dennison are the WRV Canine Representatives. 

Please contact them for any information regarding dogs in the village. 

Cottage 242 Ext 4092 
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The Widenham Whisperer  

  
News from the Bowling Greens for April 2021. 

Congratulations to the March 2021 winners of the ‘100 Board Draw’ 

1st     Gordon Mitchel   Cottage    181  R1200.00 

2nd     Allan Munn         Cottage    265 R800.00  

3rd      Elsabe Venter     Cottage.  208           R500.00 

Gary McDowell continues to do a sterling job in selling ‘100 Board’ tickets and again filled the board in 

March, well done Gary. Tickets cost R50 per number and can be obtained from Gary at Cottage 183 and 

landline 0254. Your support is much 

appreciated. 

The finals of the first ever WRVBC 

competitions were played on Saturday 

20th March,  2021. Congratulations to the 

winners of the Men’s and Women’s 

Nominated Pairs: 

Men: Trevor Spring and James Mitchell.  

Runners-up: Rob Wolstenholme and Harry 

Podmore 

Women: Steffi Podmore and Pam 

Wolstenholme.  Runners-up: Ellen Cawker and Pam Spring 

Club Championship Singles are being played in April and Mixed Pairs in May.  Affiliated members are urged to enter the Club 

Competitions by phoning Pam Spring on 4010 or Chris van der Merwe on 0268.  We would like to welcome all our new, full affiliated 

members Mike and Debbie Dennison, Benjamin Gopal, Cliff Smith, Lionel Sydenham, Jack and Ann Allen, Derek and Georgie 

McKechnie and John and Di Snyders unaffiliated members. Wishing them all good bowling and happy times here at WRVBC.  We 

continue to exceed our monthly membership targets. Tabs continue to be well supported and members are looking forward to ‘wetting 

the roof’ of our new Community Centre bar, yet to be named.  Coaches continue to be kept busy with fellow villagers interested in 

taking up the game. Pam Wolstenholme (cottage 236) on landline 4070 would like to hear from any resident who would like to try 

their hand at playing bowls or want some refresher lessons.  Coaching takes place on Monday mornings at 09.45 for 10.00, please 

book in advance to comply with Covid-19 procedures.  Flat shoes, refreshments, and a hat are all you are required to bring along. 

Skills training will continue on Monday afternoon 19th April at 14h00.  Interested bowlers should contact Pam on 4070 or Ellen on 

4048 to book a spot. KBA Men’s and Women’s League games were played at Widenham on Saturday 10th April, 2021, another first.  

Members of other Clubs were very excited about playing on our greens, it was just as exciting for us to host them.  Every effort was 

made to make this a memorable occasion whilst sticking strictly to covid-19 protocols. 

 

For all your Bowling requirements please contact Ellen 

Cawker 

Cottage  218 - Ext 4048-  Cell : 082 801 9339 E-mail: 

ellencawker@gmail.com 

Chris Van Der Merwe  won 

the Umkomaas Bowling Club 

“Most Improved Novice” at 

their recent prize giving. Well 

done Chris. 
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The Monique James Page 

Your English lesson for today .... 

For all of you who wonder why folk from other countries have a bit of trouble with the English language. This is a clever 
piece put together by an English teacher, who else?  

*Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning. A homograph that is also pronounced 
differently is a heteronym.*   *You think English is easy?*    

 1) The bandage was *wound* around the *wound*. 

2) The farm was used to *produce produce*. 

3) The dump was so full that it had to *refuse* more *refuse*. 

4) We must *polish*  the *Polish* furniture. 

5) He could *lead* if he would get the *lead* out. 

6) The soldier decided to *desert* his dessert in the *desert*. 

7) Since there is no time like the *present*, he thought it was time to *present* the *present*. 

8) A *bass* was painted on the head of the *bass* drum. 

9) When shot at, the *dove dove *into the bushes. 

10) I did not *object* to the *object* . 

11) The insurance was *invalid* for the *invalid*. 

12) There was a *row* among the oarsmen about how to *row*. 

13) They were too *close* to the door to *close* it. 

14) The buck *does* funny things when the *does* are present. 

15) A seamstress and a *sewer*  fell down into a *sewer * line. 

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his *sow*  to *sow*. 

17) The *wind * was too strong to *wind*  the sail. 

18) Upon seeing the *tear*  in the painting I shed a *tear*. 

19) I had to *subject* the *subject* to a series of tests. 

20) How can I *intimate* this to my most *intimate* friend? 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger, neither apple nor pine 
in  a  pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while 
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that 

quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.  

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the plural of tooth is 
teeth, why isn't the  plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese.  So one moose, 2 meese? One  index, 2 indices? Doesn't it 
seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of but one of 

them, what do you call it?  

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? 
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language do 
people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that 
smell?  How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have to 
marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by 

filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.  

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a 
race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible. 
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Club Activities are on hold under the Covid-19 Protocols 

Clubs and Contacts 

Activity Contact Person / s Cottage No. Telephone No. When 

Art Club Jean Taylor 304 4049 Second and fourth Thursdays of the 
month from 9 to 12. 

Bible Study Carolyn Perkin 
Rosemary Combes 

129 
136 

0267 
0230 

Tuesdays at 13.30 
Wednesdays at 18.45 
Meet in the Barn if more than 6 

Book Club Brigid Rounce 184 0252 Last Thursday of the month from 9 to 12 
in the Barn 

Bowls Club Trevor Spring 
Ellen Cawker 

166 
218 

4010 
4048 
 

Tabs In Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays—13.30 for 14.00  

Bridge Elizabeth Caine 
Sandra Redman 

177 
174 

0246 
0259 

Friday mornings at 09.00 
Meet in the Barn if more than 6 

Club 101 Marion Robertson 188 4035 Social group for residents living alone 
and wishing to attend events and outings 
together  

Crafty Chicks Cynthia Price 118 0216 Meet in the Barn every 1st and 3rd  
Wednesday of the month at 14.00 

WEDG 
Entertainment 
Group 

Mari Webster 
Jenny Sneedon 

169 
138 

0250 
0258 

Contact Mari or Jenny for information 
on current activities 

In Step Line 
Dancers 

Mari Webster 169 0250 Monday and Thursday afternoons at 
14.00. Meet in the Barn 

Garden Club Mari Webster 
Sheila Schutte 

169 
105 
 

0250 
0231 
 

Meeting every 2nd Wednesday morning 
in the Barn. R50 annual subscription 
R10 per meeting for members and R15 
for non members. Please bring your own 
mug for tea/coffee. Contact Mari or 
Sheila for information.  

Rummikub and 
Coffee Group 

Elaine Daker 109 4033 Rummykub Mondays at 14.00 
Coffee Group Friday mornings – venue 
to be advised by Elaine 
Meet in the Barn if more than 6 

Striders and 
Strollers 

Angus Pyke 116 0210 Every Monday and Wednesday Angus 
will advise times on the day. (subject to 
change depending on the weather) 

Widenham 
Wanderers Caravan 
Club 

Ronald or Rose King 146 4001   

Tjops and Dop 
Braai Club 

John Cloete 
Ivan Malan 

115 
111 

0209 
0236 

Last Friday of the month (subject to 
change) Currently on hold due to COVID
-19 pandemic. Only plated dinners are 
allowed—no bring and shares 

 RAC Management Committee 

Ivan O’Sullivan—Interim Chairman 

Ann Westwood—Interim Vice Chairman 

Chris Van Der Merwe—Secretary 

Gary McDowell—Treasurer 

Mari Webster—Member 

Vivienne Moore—Member 

Sandra Redman—Member  

Elaine  Daker—Convenor’s Representative 

Marilyn Folly–Convenor’s Representative 

Divcom Committee 

Mike Howes—Chairman of WRV Divcom 

Mike Dilks—Vice-Chairman of WRV Divcom and WRV 

EXCO representative 

Christine Dowie  

Mike Wilkinson 

Ivan O’Sullivan—RAC Interim Chairman 

The Service Providers List is too big to be included in the 

newsletter. If you do not have a current copy please contact 

Elaine Daker. 


