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The longest mile WAS indeed the LAST mile home! 

 
Being greeted by my Widenham family with a big yellow ribbon around our street pole and a 
stream of smiling, welcoming, masked faces shouting welcome home, proved to be the most 
heart warming welcome EVER to a dream lost along the Covid way.    
 
I Once had a dream…. 
Our 17 year old son decided to take up golf for the first time and became passionately hooked 
to the sport. He single handedly got himself a scholarship to study in the USA, playing his way 
onto a great university team, an all-American and making it to the hall of fame in Florida . 
After playing and beating the likes of amateurs like 
Adam Scott, Tim Clarke and Charl Swartzel, and 
being invited to play the US amateur and later the 
US Mid amateur events. He missed the winnings to 
go to the famous Augusta (the holy grail for serious 
golfers) and sadly losing in playoffs by just ONE 
SHOT. Now General Manager of a prestigious 

Private Golf Club in Florida, with Mom still hoping that ONE Day we will get to go to Augusta, but the 
years pass with fading hope of a near impossible dream . His14 year old daughter with similar golfing 
talent has gone on to win the under 15 drive, chip and putt competition in the US to go play … guess 
where ...AUGUSTA! YES! Simultaneously privileged to watch the US Masters 2020 together with her 
Muma invited to join, made this the proudest Muma moment of my life. Completely elated with the 
news as most in Widenham Village can attest, my anticipation grew every day as preparations were 
made with slight corona rumours trickling in. 
 
Everyone can guess what was forthcoming…...the dream once again slipping out of sight! Could this 
be? Surely it must be impossible and sure to change? Dreaming slowly turned to nightmare. Tears, more 
tears, and eventually the reality of it all had to sink in……….we had been outsmarted on the Last SHOT 
once again! All is cancelled! Gratefully as planned, I spend the dreaded lock down time with my precious 
daughter and son-in-law, with all airports closed and flights cancelled to the USA. No way to even travel 
to see the famous family and my beloved granddaughters. Distraught, disappointed and somewhat 
angry we all made peace with what it was and I settled in to go back to crochet, reading, some art 
endeavours and eating the time away, yet slowly became more anxious and aware that all these media 
messages with only bad news were here to stay. With 2 metre distancing, masking and covid rules 
becoming the new normal and people avoiding one another like the plague, waiting in long lines in 
freezing, bleak winter weather to buy food for seven solid weeks.  
 
After weeks of hoping for some good news of airports opening, the prospect of returning home under 
normal circumstances became impossible. Having lost all booked flights and monies around the trip it 
was imminent that I had to look for another way of returning home. Flights for repatriation were not 
guaranteed against cancellation and came with a steep price tag and limited time frames and topping it all SAA was on the brink of bankruptcy, 
our only hope of a flight. The SA embassy in Canada and the USA were amazing in their care for those that had to be repatriated and did their best 
to find a way for us. Confidently approaching the airport with all documentation I learned that there are another 300 repatriates waiting at the 
Washington airport, and if I did not have a physical ticket I would not be considered for the flight. In masked exhaustion running to and fro 
amongst the other lost and weary South Africans who were packed to the brim with luggage after months of travel and work, looking more 
destitute than myself, some having slept at the airport for days. Eventually our desperation turned to sheer delight as we started to board, singing 
our anthem amidst tears, flags and greetings from our SA Ambassador sounding aloud. Unfortunately many of our fellow South Africans had to 
stay behind and did not make that flight, which seemed to have been the last SAA flight from the US.. 
 
Rather used to our masks and social abstinence, the pensive occupants fell quiet, trying to make sense of what had transpired over the last 
months. Although we looked forward to being home with our family and friends, we knew that the quarantine prison was going to be another 
reality to face. Once SAA 2488 touched down on the runway, elation burst forth with Shosholoza’s, whistles, laughter and chatter once again, 
being greeted by suited mars like men, masked and helmeted and assuring us of lovely hotel accommodation awaiting us after the testing and 
necessary protocols had been done. 
 
Literally running towards our awaiting taxis with trailers, collecting our cases on the runway in  anticipation of our new destinations, however, 
our excitement was short-lived as we were stuck on the runway for five long hours, waiting in the cold of a Gauteng night, having had very little 
food, water or news. News 24 and distressed family cover the news as we made the headlines. Eventually we start to move after driving around in 
circles, insecure as to where the taxi and police escorts are heading...some to Eskom, others into ghastly quarantine facilities and some like 
myself, fortunate to head to hotels with great accommodation and meals. 
 
Around 11pm that evening, sincere tears of joy flowed in the presence of my Lord for answered prayers. Wherever life may take us, with joy or 
disappointments along our way, He never sends us into situations alone , standing beside and walking alongside us, sustaining us by His powerful 
hand. May we confidently place our trust in Him the giver of all Life. Estee Raath    
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A little bit of history on our doorstep 

  
Named ‘South Barrow’ until 1924, Umkomaas takes its name from the mighty uMakhosi River – Zulu for “the river of the Chiefs.” Teeming with 
hippos and crocodiles until the mid-1860s the Umkomaas River's area history has a lot to do with early attempts to establish a harbour in the river 
mouth. 
An interesting point for those who knew Durban from the 1920s, a Mr. Greenacre established a general dealer store and small inn on a hill 
overlooking the uMakhosi River during the 1860s to capitalise (as did his family years later in West Street) on the passing trade. 
  
The Umkomaas or Mkhomazi River is a dominant feature of the area, being the largest river on the South Coast. Occasionally, raft races, canoeing, 
and other sporting events are held on the river. During the winter dry season, the river mouth often silts up, but after heavy rains it carries large 
amounts of brown sediment into the Indian Ocean. 
                                                      
The Umkomaas river valley is mentioned in an early chapter of Alan Paton's 1948 novel Cry, The Beloved Country. 
  
A large number of whales once used the estuary as a nursery, giving birth in the shallows. The Zulus named the river after this spectacle (uMkhomazi 
means the place of cow whales). 
  
The settlement was originally known as South Barrow, with its suburb known today as Ilfracombe then called North Barrow. The town is located 48 
km south of central Durban and is accessible by rail and by roads including the N2 Freeway and the coastal R102 or "Old Main Road." 
  
Umkomaas is most renowned for the superb diving opportunities created by the Aliwal Shoal, a coral reef about 5 kilometres offshore. Ragged-tooth 
sharks, Rock Cod, and a number of other species can be found in the shoal.  
Four kilometres off Umkomaas lies the world renowned dive site The Aliwal Shoal, so named for the barque ‘Aliwal’ that was almost wrecked there 
during a stormy day in 1849. Measuring 1,5km long by 1km wide it is a fossilised sand dune of sponges and hard and soft coral, offering a variety of 
wreck and other breathtaking dives. 
  
For the adventurous there is ‘Raggie Cave’, where you can glide cheek by jowl amid numbers of large ragged-tooth sharks. 
  
Additional tourist attractions include the Umkomaas Golf Course, home of Tim Clark and widely regarded as being one of the best in KwaZulu-Natal, 
and the beautiful Empisini Nature Reserve, a forested area that features a delightful waterfall and a number of bush walks. 
  
The nearby settlement of Clansthal was the home of Conservationist Tony Pooley in the 1980s and 1990s. 
  
Swedish tennis player Mats Wilander was a regular visitor in the 1990s, and is rumoured to have been the owner of a large hotel on the corner of 
Moodie and Reynolds Street. 
  
A major spectacle occurring almost every year is the fabled Sardine Run, the annual courtship 
migration (contingent on climatic conditions) of sardines from the Wild Coast and other 
southern locales to the warmer waters of KwaZulu-Natal. Usually occurring in July, it is a 
spectacular sight, recently covered by Jeff Corwin on the Animal Planet television channel, and 
the sardines lure a large variety of predatory fish, seabirds, and sharks, on a scale rarely seen 
anywhere else on Earth. 
  
A notable event in the town's history was the fatal air crash involving a Kitty Hawk Air Force 
plane during the Second World War. The aeroplane is believed to have sunk into quicksand on 
the south bank of the river between the village and the present-day location of Saiccor. A local 
group made numerous attempts to recover the wreckage of the craft in the 1980s, but as the 
precise location of the plane is still not decisively known, it has never been recovered. 
Subsequently much speculation exists as to where exactly the plane is buried. 
 

CRAIGIEBURN 

Originally a farm owned by a Mr. John Mackenzie, Craigieburn was site of the first sugar cane 

plantation south of Isipingo – circa 1855. 

 

CLANSTHAL  

Clansthal takes its name from a farm owned there by Bernard Schwikkard, which in turn was the name of his wife’s family home in Hanover, 

Germany  



WIDENHAM WANDERERS 

Greetings - As things change, new arrangements are made, and as we go 
forward we need to accept some delays, complications and perhaps 
annoyances at what is permissible under the Covid-19 Regulations. I have not 
yet received any updates from our proposed Resorts in regard to our planned 
outings, but hope for some communication after the next level of 'relief' is 
advised.  Meanwhile, we need to observe the regulations and guidelines in 
place from time to time - no matter that we may not like or agree with them, 
such are there, proposed by higher authorities and more informed persons 
than we are! 

We can meanwhile plan for 2021, Rose and I have a booking confirmation 
pending from the Kruger National Park as a result of postponing this year's 
visit and there are also lots of other travel arrangements that one can 
formulate and apply for and to - Time Share Resorts are taking reservations, 
subject to conditions prevailing at the time and some Resorts have also offered 

alternative dates, should your use this year not be permissible/available due to Covid-19. 

 

The following has been prepared as at the 7th June and may be out of date or circumstances may have changed/been amended by the 
time of receipt of this Newletter: 

Some recreationald facilities are open for visiting, and I have copied the following, with regard to SANParks, for information - Note that 
such facilities may not apply at all Parks at present. 

Some National Parks catering for self-drives will re-open for excursions for day visitors only from Monday, June 8, South African 
National Parks (SANParks) has announced. SANParks used this week to prepare for the expected arrivals of guests to parks, SANParks 
CEO Fundisile Mketeni said in a statement on Saturday, [6th June].“We appreciate that after two months of confinement the public is 
keen to engage with nature, and the excitement as shown by enquiries from our loyal visitors is encouraging. We are obligated to ensure 
that the opening of our national parks for self-drive excursions is done under the strictest health protocols to safeguard both our staff 
and guests,” he said. Therefore, SANParks would limit face-to-face contact between staff and guests by encouraging online and 
telephonic day visit bookings and full payment of conservation fees prior to arrival where possible. Bookings could be made at 012-428-
9111 or www.sanparks.org from Monday. In the case of Wild Card members, guests had to ensure that their membership was valid prior 
to arrival. Mketeni said Namaqua National Park and Boulders and Cape Point in Table Mountain National Park remained closed for 
now. Most gates at Kruger National Park would be open with the exception of Pafuri and Numbi gates. 

Gate quotas for the Kruger had been revised to about one third of what they were prior to the corona virus (Covid-19) pandemic. Three 
time slots for arrival would be introduced with the understanding that booked day visitors should arrive at the gate within that time 
slot.Slot 1 was from 6am to 8am, slot 2 from 8am to 10am, and slot 3 from 10am onwards. Hides and picnic spots at all parks remained 
closed and braaing at picnic sites would also not be allowed during this period. Ablutions would be open in camps, at gates, and at some 
picnic spots. A limited number of shops and petrol stations would open in some parks during the course of the week and would operate 
in accordance with level 3 lockdown regulations. Further information and updates would be available on the SANParks website on 
Monday. 

The national lockdown regulations relating to movement between provinces also had to be observed within the parks. “This means inter-
provincial travel within parks that stretch between two provinces will not permitted. Guests therefore must exit into the province from 
which they entered the park,“ Mketeni said. "Everything as we knew it has fundamentally changed by Covid-19. Therefore, we are 
requesting guests to adhere to all official alert level 3 regulations when inside the parks, including wearing masks, keeping social 
distance, and following transport capacity directives. We also implore guests not to deposit their litter inside the bins within the parks, 
but to leave with as much of it as hygienically possible,” he said.With regard to the Parks in KZN, I was able to find the following - 
copied/edited: 

While South Africa’s Minister of Tourism Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane yesterday (Saturday - 30th May] announced that public and 
private game reserves would be open for self-drives under Level 3 regulations, and nature lovers province-wide are revving their engines 
to get their bush fixes, provincial game reserves across KZN will not open tomorrow (Monday - 1st). 

According to Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife spokesperson Musa Mntambo, the province’s conservation management organisation will meet on 
Monday ‘to discuss how we shall operationalise the minister’s address. Only after our meeting will we know the way forward’. 

The iSimangaliso Wetland Park authority is also apparently in discussion about the necessary protocols that need to be implemented to 
enable this to take place. 

Most private game reserves have not traditionally enabled self-drive guests; however, it is possible that some will revisit their models to 
attract another stratum of visitors, given the length of time anticipated until the tourism sector is again fully operational. 

Latest: The iSimangaliso Wetland Park has confirmed it will re-open its gates for permitted activities under Level 3 on Monday, [8th] 
but Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park remains closed for now. iSimangaliso will open for self-drives, recreational fishing 
(for valid permit holders) and beach walking. Charter fishing remains restricted. ‘All regulations relating to social distancing, health 
protocols, movement and prohibition of group gatherings apply,’ said iSimangaliso authority spokesperson, Bheki Manzini. 

So, we are able to get around and enjoy Nature, and if you are unable to get out and about - watch "Wild Earth" on You Tube from 
6.30am to 9am and 3pm to 6pm daily - We are taken on game drives in some Private Reserves, with views and commentary by Guides 
and Naturalists; andBeyond Phinda Private Game Reserve in KZN is also featured in this program, Enjoy.   Should there be any new 
residents, who enjoy camping/ caravanning, please contact us, so that we can include you on our mailing list for outings.  

Wishing you a comfortable stay-in and good health.  

Ronald & Rose King – Cottage 146 WRV, ext 4001; 082-9246106; kingrdl@mweb.co.za  
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Our beautiful village 

A Grey Heron on a stroll in our 

gardens, Wild Dagga doing very well, 

an early morning sunrise and our 

resident bushbuck caught on the 

camera set in the valley by Nigel 

Combes. 
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Bible Study  

Rosemary Combes  Cottage 136—Ext 0230—Wednesday Evenings at 18.45 

Carolyn Perkin Cottage  129—Ext 0267—Tuesdays at 13.30 

 

Firstly, we would like to welcome Estee back home, into her Widenham family. Estee’s holiday to Canada turned into a 

‘nightmare’ trying to get bak to South Africa. She remained in our thoughts and prayers throughout. 

Secondly, we await Giles’ return when the lockdown is lifted. 

We are all looking forward to the time when we could return to our places of worship. When, at Level 3, we were able to 

worship in our respective churches, a new conundrum arose, Do we or don’t we? Many of the denominations then decided 

to delay the opening of services. Logically, there were too many hurdles. The object was to continue to protect the 

parishioners, some being extremely vulnerable. 

Until we can once again gather in our Bible Study groups, we will continue with our personal studies. There is so much 

information available such as our Bibles, Mr Google, the TV, Radio and the wonderful messages we have shared on our 

Whatsapp group. What a blessing you all are. 

We continue to pray for our country, which is under severe pressure due to the ravages of the Corona Virus. We pray for 

our churches and the clergy balancing the safety of all parishioners. 

Remember God made us, God loves us and God will be with us wherever we are. 

Carolyn Perkin 

Nigel Combes Our Weather Man 

May Rainfall 4.2 mm.  

Max gust wind 37.8 km/h on 22nd May. 

Highest Temperature 37.8  on 11th May. 

OBE AWARD 

Alain and Marilyn Dumont. Alain 

celebrated his milestone birthday on 13th 

June. Congratulations from all of us. 
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PLEASE DO NOT FEED ANY WILDLIFE 

Widenham Community Outreach 

I have felt challenged every time I read or hear of the plight of the less fortunate than myself. Here I 

sit in a  wonderful and comfortable home with plenty to eat day after day while many others go with-

out food for days  at a stretch and have a hovel to sleep in.  

Thank you so much to all the generous and kind Widdies folk who  contributed to the "Share a jar of 

Hope" project. It was with great humbleness and gratitude to you all that  John and I were able to 

hand over more than 250 meals to Pastor Samuel of the Ebenezer Evangelical Church,  Roseneath, 

Umkomaas who shared them out to the needy folk of our community.  

Well done everyone. Perhaps we should consider doing it again. 

Mari Webster 

 

 

 

Organiser—Tina Diener Cottage 113—Ext 0207  

We meet in the Barn every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 2.00pm. 

Crafty Chicks care for the needy within our community .  

During the past weeks the group has made beanies and masks for the District 49 Youth Care Centre and 

donated new food bowls. 

Baby clothing has also been delivered to Jo-Anne’s Angels for  new born packs at GC Crooks Hospital. 

Thanks to everybody for their contributions.. 

It is quite amazing how much research has been done on the benefits of crafting.  By creating something 

with your hands in which you have invested time and dedication gives a sense of satisfaction and pride.  

Anyone who would like to join the Crafty Chicks Group can contact Tina on 0206 or on 0832360502. 

I received the following message from Joanne Venter 

Dear Tina and all the crafty ladies. 

A very big thank you for the blessing you bestowed on us by giving such beautiful knitted and crochet baby clothing for our baby bags. Your 

work is absolutely beautiful and it's with pride we will be packing our baby bags this time. Every mother receiving one of these items can only 

be proud. In this very hectic time of covid 19 we're  are still packing hundreds of food parcels daily to our people who have lost their work or 

still can not go to work . It really was a welcome relief to receive something so beautiful to work with. May God bless you all. We will be 

launching shoe box campaign 2020 next month again and this year we will be doing Alexandra old age home, the Elderly again and some 

children. It would definitely be in a smaller scale because of our economy but we still would like to spread joy in this terrible time. We really 

would appreciate it if you ladies can help us with this project. It will be advertised in our local newspapers. On a later date I will forward a list 

of what we need for a box.  

Yours sincerely.  

Joanne Venter.  

JOANNE’S ANGELS.  

Tel number 0823377330.  

The Pastor and his wife receiving 

the boxes of food. 

Mari in her kitchen putting 

together all the jars. 



Strength Exercises for older people 

Sideways walking 

A. Stand with your feet together, knees slightly bent. 

B. Step sideways in a slow and controlled manner, moving one foot to the side first. 

C. Move the other to join it. 

Avoid dropping your hips as you step. Perform 10 steps each way or step from one side 
of the room to the other. 

 

 

 

 

Simple grapevine 

This involves walking sideways by crossing one foot over the other. 

A. Start by crossing your right foot over your left. 

B. Bring your left foot to join it. 

Attempt 5 cross-steps on each side. If necessary, put your fingers against a wall for stability. The 

smaller the step, the more you work on your balance. 

 

 

Heel-to-toe walk 

A. Standing upright, place your right heel on the floor directly in front of your left toe. 

B. Then do the same with your left heel. Make sure you keep looking forward at all times. If 
necessary, put your fingers against a wall for stability. 

Try to perform at least 5 steps. As you progress, move away from the wall. 

 

 

One-leg stand 

A. Start by standing facing the wall, with arms outstretched and your fingertips touching the wall. 

B. Lift your left leg, keep your hips level and keep a slight bend in the opposite leg. Gently place 
your foot back on the floor. 

Hold the lift for 5 to 10 seconds and perform 3 on each side. 

 
 
 

(With acknowledgement to the NHS in the United Kingdom) 
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For safety in cottages, try to invest in an inexpensive fire extinguisher and / or a fire blanket 
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Beauty Products 

NaturCare Aloe Products 

Skin Care, Sun Care, Health Care, Body Care,  

Hand Care, Foot Care, Hair Care, Home Care 

Jenny Sneedon Cottage 138  - Ext 0258                                                                                                                                        

 
Microwave Chocolate Cake Submitted by Marilyn Folly Cottage 103A 

100g Self-raising flour 

25g Cocoa Powder 

100g Castor Sugar 

100g Soft margarine 

2 eggs 

2 tblsp milk 

Sift the flour into a mixing bowl. Add the remaining ingredients and beat with a wooden spoon until 
very smooth and thoroughly blended. 

Spoon into a 20 cm round microwave container. Smooth the surface with a round-bladed knife and 
cover loosely with cling film. 

Microwave on High (600 watt oven) for 5 minutes. 

Turn out on to a serving plate and allow to cool completely. 

 

Easy Breakfast Scones Submitted by Robin Atkinson Cottage 202 

Cup grated mature cheddar cheese 

Cup flour 

Tbs cold butter chopped 

2 tsp baking powder 

½ tsp salt 

1 Egg 

½ cup water 

Spring onion sliced 

Chopped fresh herbs & ½ red onion finely chopped 

Apple grated 

Pre heat oven to 250oC 

Fry red onion until shiny 

Sift together flour & baking powder 

Chop in heaped tablespoon of butter 

Add chopped herb, apple, onions and finally cheese 

Beat egg & water until frothy 

Add egg mix to dry ingredients 

Spoon mix onto sprayed baking paper on baking tray (should make 6 scones) 

Bake for 10 mins 

Eat immediately 

Notes  The dry mix and onions can be prepared the night before to save time in the morning.   The final mix is soft to be spooned… not a 
firm dough.  Serve with bacon & egg or strawberries and full cream yogurt topped with a drizzle of honey.  Can be cooked in a covered 
skottel & stir to combine’ for an outdoor brekkie.  

Avon Representatives 

Lisa Cottage 137—Ext 0235  

And  

Elaine Daker—084 245 7245 

The Village Residents are convinced 

that we should fatten the curve not 

Flatten the curve. 

Enjoy these dishes. 
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The Widenham Whisperer 

News from the Bowling Front 

 

Once again we have no idea of when we will be allowed back on our bowling greens. With our 

greens here at Widenham looking so good we can only hope the Government will relent and 

let us back bowling in the not too distant future. Bowls South Africa, together with other 

sporting codes under the umbrella of SASCOC have been constantly monitoring and 

motivating the return to bowls under certain conditions – we can only hope that their efforts will be rewarded in the 

not too distant future. 

News hot off the press is that as Bowls in this country is not deemed a Professional sport or has Professional Bowlers 
as participants we are not yet allowed back on the greens. 

                                                                   
Here at Widenham the Contractor in charge of the grassing of the greens has visited for the first time since lockdown 

came into operation and was suitably impressed by the efforts and hard work put in by Rex Parsons, Trevor Spring 

and our dedicated ‘water boys’ Harry Podmore and Brian van Rooyen. They have done such a good job that the 

greens are now being handed over to Widenham to maintain. There are still a few outstanding items that the greens 

contractor will complete before leaving site but it is now up to the Residents to look after these assets. 

We are still waiting for approval of our proposed Constitution from Hibiscus Management Committee and CEO, as 

soon as this has been received we will send it out to all prospective members. Once lockdown has lifted we can then 

send out notices for our Inaugural General Meeting. 

Steffi Podmore is in contact with the proposed shirt suppliers and is hoping to get samples made up, they have 

forwarded us a sizing template which will be forwarded to all prospective members to ascertain shirt sizes. 

Johan Buys has taken on the role of ‘100 board’. Many thanks Johan for the suggestion the running of this and to 
John Webster and Steffi Podmore for assisting Johan in getting this off the ground. 
This is available to all residents and not only prospective bowling club members. 

 
 
 
Good news on the Jams front though is that with lifting of some restrictions with level 3 we can get 
deliveries of Jams once more. These are R40 per bottle and you can order from: 
 

 

 
What :    100 Board 
Cost :    R50.00 per number 
Commencement date :  1 June with the first draw taking place at the end of June 2020 
Draw Frequency :  Monthly on the last day of the month 
Who can participate :  All residents of WRV 
Prizes :    1st = R1 200.00; 2nd = R800.00; 3rd = R500.00 
 
To choose an available number contact Johan Buys, Cottage 130, Ext 0228, cell 082 444 3141 

Pam - ext 4010 / Cottage 166    Cell 082 374 1803 

Hilary - ext 4002 / cottage 170    Cell 082 733 5406 
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WIDENHAM RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Widenham has so much to answer for 

It’s stolen our hearts 

Seduced all our senses 

It’s Residents, pure solid Gold 

December 17th, when we first came to view 

It was all just a plan on some paper 

But the story it told 

And the dreams that it wove 

Induced us to sign 

 on that last dotted line 

Having lived here now, for 6 solid months 

There’s nowhere on earth, that we’d rather be 

The people so friendly, so ready to help 

The lighthearted banter, the sharing of jokes 

Being part of this a huge family 

A friendly wave is always in store 

And also a few cheery words,  

as we go on our way 

Taking a stroll through the village 

What more could one wish for 

After years of hard ‘slog’ 

Than to be amongst 

These folk of good cheer! 

 

TAPESTRY OF LIFE 

 

Each day is so precious, intrinsically  unique 

Never repeated    –      however we seek 

quiet reflection, -    vivid images  

melding together of  jigsaw pieces    

Encompassing the joy of a life ‘well lived’ 

Every day, in every way 

creating memories to stay 

Only when reaching the ‘age of discretion’ 

Final realization of unsurpassed perfection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRIFTWOOD 

 

Driftwood stands sentinel on the beach 

Searching for swimmers, way out of reach 

Skeletal remains of a mighty tree 

Perched on the edge of the restless sea 

 

PEBBLES 

 

Millions of pebbles 

Down on the beach 

All colours and shapes and all sizes 

Rem’niscent of people, who populate our earth 

From all walks of life and all ages 

Some rough and some ready, 

Some shining and bright 

And others ill-shaped and intriguing 

At the whim of the tides 

They vie for a place 

And settle wherever they’re taken 

Each one is important, in it’s own little way 

To Someone,  Somewhere,  Sometime!! 

 

WE  WONDER 

Sometimes we wonder  

what life’s all about 

Eternally striving  -   

and then rules that we flout 

Each day is a mission  

of chores to be tended 

Of things to be seen to  

and things to be mended 

It’s cupboards to tidy 

And clothes that need cleaning 

Dishes for washing 

And veg. that need peeling 

It’s cellphones and phone calls  

and e-mails to check 

Breakfast and lunches  

and dinners   -   Oh Heck! 

The Monique James Page 
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Deliveries can be arranged if necessary 
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All Club Activities have been suspended and will resume once the Lockdown is over 


