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EDITOR’S COMMENT; 

One can never tell what to 

expect in life. Fortunately all 

is well and I can continue as 

normal. For your own safety 

please keep to all village 

conditions. 

Be well, keep smiling. 

SPECIAL DATES: 

Week two: National smile 

week 

1st: International hangover day 

(How are we going to manage 

that?) 

2ND: International forgiveness 

day 

7th: International beer day 

(another problem!) 

9th: Womens’ day 

Booklovers’ day 

11 -13th: Annual Perseid meteor 

shower 

13th: Left-handers’ day 

19th: World humanitarian day 

20th; World mosquito day 

Pam 

EDITOR: PAM RITCHIE COT 253   

TEL    039 975 9553       email: 

umdoniomelette@gmail.com  

NATURE NEWS/BITS’NBYTES: 

CLAUDE LEROY COT 559 TEL 9759 

 

               Go fly a Kite!! 

Since the age of about six kites have held a lifelong fascination for me. 

In the early days it was tissue paper bamboo and flour and water paste, 

like most kids, usually ending up with a kite eating tree. 

 Beach holidays on the South Coast were the highlight of kiting activity 

because there was wind. At home in Maritzburg in the Sleepy Hollow 

there was never a kite-worthy breeze. 

Beach kites were copies of what the fishermen used to drag their bait 

out through the surf. They were rugged and strong; dustbin liners, 

dowel sticks and masking tape used to cope with the coastal wind. We'd 

tie the line to the fence and they'd stay up all day. Nirvana!! 

 Kites were always in the background and joining a kite group in Jhb 

awakened the possibilities of fibre glass rods and Ripstop parachute 

nylon. I commandeered the family sewing machine and discovered 

unlimited ideas and designs on the internet. A business trip to Tokyo 

also awoke the awareness of so much traditional kite lore. Dual line 

stunt kites that are controllable, joined the party. Windsocks, 

spinsocks and flags to decorate the sky. 

There's something very satisfying in seeing one of your creations soar 

up into the blue and prance about in the breeze. Good for the lock-down 

soul. 

If you see kites flying above the bowling greens and would like to know 

more about our hobby, come and say hello.         

Jess Cottage 64          Johan Cottage 301 

            
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Old age is when candlelit dinners are no longer romantic   

because you can’t read the menu….. 



  

MARKET  PLACEMARKET  PLACEMARKET  PLACEMARKET  PLACE    

FOR SALE 

MONKEY-PROOF REFUSE BIN COVER    

Slatted C.C.A. treated timber. Natural or 

green  finish. Hinged lid. Can be seen  at 

cottage 401.     TONY  9412 

MAGNETIC ALUMINIUM FLY SCREENS 

BRIAN  9818  cot 618 to view and order. 

ROUELLE ARTIFICIAL FRAGRANCES     

Ladies and men R150 each. Open morning 

once a month. Phone to view.                  

ANNE   Tel 9673  cot  373 

BEAUTIFUL NECKLACES, BRACELETS, 

EARRINGS AND RINGS.    

 PAT  TEL 9811  cot 611 

JUSTINE  PRODUCTS LESLEY cot  507     9707 

BIRDSEED    Priced to suit your pocket.    

RINA / TONY   Cot 401   9412  

AVON PRODUCTS 

RINA  9766 

HERBALIFE PRODUCTS 

PADDY  cot 603    9803 

NEV'S SCOTTISH MARMALADE  R 30 per  

500 g please supply replacement glass bottle 

 NEVILLE 9614 cot 314 

REFURBISHED LAWN BOWLS 

Various sizes. From R500 per set.              

 COLIN  9754  cot  554 C 082 484 7518 

HEARING AID BATTERIES  R 40.00 per pack 

6HEARING AID BATTERIES   

New battery stock just arrived.  R40.00 for 6 

Size 312 Brown; Size 10 Yellow; size 675 blue 

size 13 orange. 

LYN  9737  Cot 537. 

ANTHURIUMS 

Large, small & miniature; Double  

dipladenia; Hoya.  IAN COT 109 9409 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

R8000  Matron ,Care Centre 

9457 

DECORATIVE BOTTLES 

With battery-operated fairy lights ideal 

during load-shedding. R50 

GLORIA  cot 69  9369 

CURRY BUSHES 

Free.  BRIAN  cot  548  9748 

BRABANTIA 3L MIXER 
3 beaters. R900  NINA  9334 

 CANON PRINTER PI XMA MP 280. 

GEMINI S.A.7 18.5" COMPUTER  L.C.D 

MONITOR & KEYBOARD.  

What offers? 

EDITH  cottage 362   9662  

SERVICES  

KNIVES AND GARDEN TOOLS SHARPENED 

JOHNNY 9808 

 

SMALL PIECES OF FURNITURE  

made to order - or repaired.  

CALL PETER, 9509. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

PENNINGTON AVAILABLE. 

LYN  9531 cot 231 

PORT EDWARD BREAK AWAY 

 6 Sleeper fully equipped holiday home with 

sea view. Pet friendly. To view Google “ 

Omara Rest “ Port Edward 

30% discount to all HRV residents. 

Minimum stay 3 nights 

MIKE OR SANDY Cot  538 Tel 9738 

Cell 0761461914/0760524309 

 CONTACT ALLEN HILL -9548  for                                           

# Airport shuttle                                                   

#  All electrical repairs                                         

#  Mobility car repairs                                         

#  Automatic garage doors                                 

#  General handiwork 

SEWING ALTERATIONS 

PAM  9764 

WELDING & WOODWORK REPAIRS                                      

PHILL  cot 30  084 490 9705 

MACHINE EMBROIDERY                                

DIENA 9330  cot 30  

STAMPS Turn that old collection into 

cash.Appraisals and valuations   ERNIE  9659  

cot 359 

WATER FILTRATION: Filter units; 

replacement cartridges, tech advice.  

PETER  9796  cot  596 

PRINTER CARTRIDGES REFILLED 

Colour transparencies to digital NEIL cot 255   

TAX PROBLEMS? 

HENRY STREVER registered tax practitioner 

9813  cot 613. Accredited Justice of the 

Peace. 

 

WANTED 

THREE SINGLE BEDS 

TREASURE  cot 363  9663   

SMALL TO MEDIUM SIZE CHEST OF 

DRAWERS  RON  cot 101  9401 

1:  DOUBLE BED HEADBOARD 

2:  DVD PLAYER 

BEV   Cot  51  (9451) 

SECOND HAND CLASSICAL GUITAR 

SIMON  9407  cot 107 

PORTABLE FRIDGE/FREEZER 

For camping. Must have 12v/220 power 

points.  MURRAY  cot 512  9712 

CIRCULAR CHAIN SAW 

LIESJE  cot 243  9543 

PLASTIC GARDEN POTS,                               

any size, and seedling trays. 

REYNIE 9724 Cottage 524 

 

 SEWING MACHINE OR OVERLOCKER 

If anyone does not use theirs & would like to 

donate it to CFC Mission, who have 

Skills4Life training, please to contact me.  

ANNE  9673 
AUDIO CASSETTE PLAYER. 

PETER – 9509 

PLASTIC BREAD SEALS DENNIS cot 254, 

JIMMY 363  ANNE 373 

BOTTLE TOPS FOR WHEELCHAIRS 

PETER 9651 

------------------------------------------------ 

  - This is a free service for villagers 

only. Ads in before 20
th

 please. 

Your once-off ad will feature in two 

issues.  Please let me know if your 

items have been sold  

------------------------------------------------ 

 

-------------------------------------------------     

J Leslie Smith  

   & Company  Inc. 
  Have you updated your will? 

Do you need help in planning   

your   estate? 

 Let me help you. 

   Margaret McCoullough 

Shop 29, Village Mall Apartments, 
3 Impathle Drive, Pennington 

Open: Wed 9am - 1pm / by apt. 

HEAD OFFICE: 332 Jabu Ndlovu 

Street, Pietermaritzburg, 3201 

Tel: +27 (0)33 845 9700   

Email: jls@jleslie.co.za 

www.jlesliesmith.com 

------------------------------------------------- 
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RECENT OBE’S 

  
       Val Besseling                               Mardie Dovale 

   

         John Paton                                Richard Turk 

   

        Marie Shore                                  Jenny Gove 

   

                    Jeremy                     and      Flea Lowe 

  

  

Barrie Ainslie 

 

  

                                            COVID   19   LOCKDOWNCOVID   19   LOCKDOWNCOVID   19   LOCKDOWNCOVID   19   LOCKDOWN        

                             by  Dennis  Beamish 

While we  are here in  lockdown 

we are  allowed to go to town 

We can leave our homes and beds 

To buy essential foods and meds 

When leaving home to perform a task 

you   must be  sure  to wear your mask 

At  10am we go out to wave  

to make sure no-one is headed for a grave 

I  go out and ring my bell  

to see that everyone is alive and well 

Now  they  allow us  out to   walk 

we  get   opportunity   to talk 

When  you  sneeze  use your arm 

make sure  no one comes  to any harm 

Tennis players are keen to play, - 

use the practice wall  each day 

Bowlers wish they also could 

Bowling greens  look very good 

 

TV  gives us  conflicting news 

all the diffferent thoughts and views 

Donald trump knows how to win 

 - take hydroxichloroquine 

How long will this pandemic  last? 

There have been others in the past 

This one is for us a puzzle 

Meanwhile just keep wearing your muzzle 

Thanks to Sherry  in our Pantry café  

Hope we all stay well and safe 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NEW PROPRIETORS 

ERROL AND SHERRY 

Card machine now available 

OPENING HOURS 

Mon – Fri: 7.30am – 3pm 

Saturday: 7.30am – 1pm 

Closed on Sundays 

Tel  9896 
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WHAT’S THE BUZZ? 

UMDONI CANSA 

SUPPORT GROUP 

        with Freda Jackson 9645 

We must make a living by what we get; 

    we make life by what we give. 

CANSA meetings in recess until further notice 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

GOOD GOOD GOOD GOOD     

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS    

 

LINGA LONGA COFFEE SHOP invites residents to book 

a table to enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious 

eat.   Tables and chairs will be far apart and you may 

only book for two people at a time, to begin 

with.  Residents will be required to sanitise their 

hands on arrival and to wear masks, unless they are 

actually eating or drinking. Bookings should be made 

by phone to 9518.  

Table bookings may be made 

for 9.30 am, 10.30 am, 11.30 am and 

12.30 pm on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday mornings.   

Tables and chairs will be thoroughly 

cleaned and sanitised between 

hourly bookings.  You will be given 

an invoice, but there will be no cash 

payment on the day.  An account of 

all Coffee Shop purchases for the 

month will be sent to you at the end 

of the month, with payment to be 

made to the RAC. 

Eats for delivery (or collection) will still be available 

by phone on 9518. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

MONKEYS: The troops are very active at present 

and because villagers are no longer feeding them 

(Thank goodness),  they are becoming more daring. 

PLEASE KEEP DOORS AND WINDOWS CLOSED WHEN 

YOU ARE NOT AROUND. 

No food should be left out where the monkeys can 

see it. 

Together we can overcome this serious 

problem 

(Please report anyone deliberately feeding them) 

------------------------------- 

 

CHAIROBICS has resumed in the Swimming Pool car 

park, with appropriate  C-19 restrictions - Ladies on 

Mondays and Thursdays at 9 am; Men on Tuesdays 

and Fridays at 8 am.  Well done to all who have 

attended - the mornings have been decidedly frosty of 

late!  Please contact Kate, Stuart (9736) or Brian 

(9756) if you wish to attend. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

HEATERS 

 

The use of paraffin, oil burning, gas 

or open element heaters are NOT 

permitted.  Wall heater panels only 

(No asbestos) 

----------------------------------------------- 

LIBRARY: Thank you for being so patient during the 

recent  unexpected lockdown. I was caught out too!  

Times are back to “normal” lockdown arrangements 

for now: weekdays from 8.30am – 1pm. Please be 

sure to comply with sanitising procedures as this is for 

your own protection. 

Don’t forget to see that your DVD discs are in the 

covers before they are returned. Happy reading! PAM 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

“LOCKDOWN - 2020 " 

 

A Photobook record of the first three months of 

Lockdown  will be on display in the library shortly. 

Photos taken by Olive Goll of residents  in and around 

the village reflect how we all adapted  to the 

restrictions -with a smile - in the early days. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 Something strange has happened in Umdoni during this 

lockdown. Ten new baby girls have arrived...... namely, 

Heidi , Mary-Beth ,Rachael ,Sally-Ann, Grace Amber, Olivia, 

Amy, Emilie and Hope. More than strange is they all have 

the same surname. Four have already been adopted 

because they are so easy to rear. No feeding or bathing and 

no nappy changing. Just undress them, turn them over, put 

on their nighties  and they will sleep all day. Who knows 

maybe more will arrive as lockdown continues.  Monica 

Lobjoit 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 RECYCLING COMES TO AN END Shirley Crocket 
Is it not a sad day when we have to acknowledge that the 

recycling scheme has died an unnatural death? 
Partially a side effect of C-19.The sign at the end tells the 

story. 
From humble beginnings, the project, like Topsy, grew and 

grew. In 2010 a few of the Conservancy members were 

concerned at the amount of waste being dumped in the 

local landfill. We devised a plan to explain our recycling 

concept and vision. While the Municipality supported the 

project, they couldn't give advice but did provide the 

coloured plastic bags. 
The big problem in the early days was the lack of a site for 

collection. URV was dumping bags near the hobby rooms. 

Horror of horrors, an eyesore and potential hazard so we 

were on the receiving end of many complaints. 
At this point we were fortunate to discover Coastal Waste, 

based at Port Shepstone. A  depot was constructed off 

Pennington Drive. At the same time our Village erected the 

special holding area on Oriole Road. By this stage, 

householders were involved and huge amounts were 

collected each week.  
Alas, many good and valuable services come to an end. In 

2019, glitches started to manifest themselves. These were 

magnified during the Covid Lockdown. Transporting was 

not allowed and when re-opened, buyers for recyclables 

could not be found so the once successful scheme ground 

to a halt. We thank our own URV residents who were 

amazingly supportive and co-operative. Finally, a tribute 

must be paid to Ivan and Avril Bennewith whose passion for 

the project was contagious.  



<  Rock Dassie                     Village Dassie   ˅                          Tree Dassie  > 
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Nature NotesNature NotesNature NotesNature Notes 

Know your neighbours 

We are all aware of our Dassie (Rock Hyrax) 

residents in the Village, but what do we know 

about them? 

There are five recognized species of Hyrax – two 

of which are found in South Africa – Rock Hyrax 

and Southern Tree Hyrax. 

 

 

 

 

 

                

The tree hyrax lives in trees and is mostly 

nocturnal. It occurs singly, in pairs or in small 

groups, favouring hollow trees and dense foliage. 

The rock hyrax – Dassie They are active during 

the day, and sometimes during moonlit nights. 

Dassies feed on a wide variety of different plants, 

including Lobelia and broad-leafed plants. They 

also have been reported to eat insects and grubs. 

They find homes in cavities in rocks and as we are 

familiar here in the storm water drains. They are 

territorial and live in family groups. As is common 

in the wild a previously alpha male having been 

pushed out as head of the family will live alone. 

 

Only the rock dassie has been identified in our 

area. The tree dassie is smaller than its rocky 

cousin and has a white / ivory coloured spot in 

the centre of its back just in front of the hips. This 

is a gland from which long black hairs protrude – 

the rock dassie also has the gland and long hairs 

but it is the same colour as the rest of the coat so 

is not easily visible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bits & Bytes 

Facebook – Notwithstanding the bad press the 

app has faced recently it can produce some 

interesting connections. 

I have been following a Facebook group called: 

“Zimbabwe & Rhodesia history 50 years or more 

back” and I decided to post some photos of my 

base camp at Chipinda Pools (now part of the 

Gonarezhou National Park). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the resulting comments were the following: 

A query if I was the same guy this couple met on 

the SA Oranje voyage from UK to Cape Town in 

1968 – I was. 

From somebody else the query whether I worked 

at Baldwins in Salisbury in 1975 – I was – and the 

lady said she recognized my photo ( I aged well!). 

A comment from (at the time) a cadet game 

ranger who was my neighbor there in 1967. 

Plus two other comments from people I used to 

work with back in those days. 

When used in this manner Facebook is an 

amazing tool to connect people.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Left: An unusual visitor to Peter 

                          Distribution 

Rock Hyrax                         Southern Tree Hyrax 

Kiosk UpdateKiosk UpdateKiosk UpdateKiosk Update    

The Kiosk is open – tables have been set 

to meet social distancing requirement 

and a limited menu is available. 

The famous Sunday Lunch is once again 

on offer but due to restricted seating 

booking is essential  -  see you there. 
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CAROLE'S CORNER  by Carole Barber 

     'Who loves his garden, still his Eden keeps,' words 

by Amos Bronson Alcott. Considering the gardens in 

our village, we certainly have our Edens.  

    Some fortunate URV villagers were greeted with 

established Edens when they moved in. Others who 

bought in the extended section were met with barren 

ground, except for a rock or two. On my barren patch 

I proceeded to dig holes, many holes, roughly 461 

holes, plus 461 in the Loffelstein retainers. Next came 

an equal number of trees, shrubs and plants. 

    Out of the virgin building sand and rubble rose my 

garden. Roses from Pretoria weren't happy in KZN so I 

surrendered to The War of the Roses. Soon came a 

welcoming committee of A-for-ants-and-aphids, B-for-

bugs and the four S-es snakes-snails-slugs-spiders, 

echoes of the Witches' Cauldron in MacBeth. Not 

mentioned are moles plus 461 worms and other pests. 

The local hardware store supplied 461 different 

insecticides. Then came the weeds, at least 461 

varieties.  

     Overwhelmed, I got a quote from a local company 

for the paving of my entire garden: R461 000.00 

seemed a bit steep.  

     Garden pots! The answer ? Surely  fallacy. Pots 

themselves costa-plenty and their contents need 

more tending, composting, re-potting and watering 

than if they were rooted in the ground. The battle 

continued and as the garden grew, so too did visits  

from destructive monkeys, close to 461 of them.  

      In the beginning things were manageable. Today 

two scarecrows and a full-time team of gardeners is 

needed to keep hedges and shrubs trimmed, and 

weeds and wildlife at bay. Fortunately the rocks 

haven't grown. I now dream of an upper storey flat 

with a false cactus on the kitchen window-sill. 

From the corner of the garden all that's left to say is, 

he who keeps his Eden has a heck of a lot of upkeep to 

keep up with….. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

VILLAGE EAGLES GOLF  Eddie Matthews 

For three months now the Eagles have been on the 

nest (now, now I am trying to be nice here) but thanks 

to that golf enthusiast, President Cyril R, the golf 

courses were opened for business and the Eagles took 

flight. 

Tuesday 7
th

 July marked the return to golf with a 

difference. No prize giving, no gathering to talk to 

your mates (not that you could recognise them behind 

their masks), no bunker rakes, no 19
th

 hole and no 

touching the flag. All of that said, golf it was and apart 

from all of the aforementioned restrictions a good day 

was had by all and the Society is glad to be back in 

business. Talking of business, the coffers of the Eagles 

have taken a hammering so we applied to the 

Minister of Sport to see if we could get a grant but 

unfortunately he replied saying that as we do not 

have a Taxi Driver as one of our members a grant is 

out of the question. Apparently a Taxi Driver wanted 

to put his name down on the waiting list but was put 

off when he saw the “Twenty is Plenty” sign. 

Our game was changed from Umkomaas to Umdoni 

Golf Course in order for golfers to get used to the new 

norm and this worked well. We need to thank 

Umkomaas Golf Course for their understanding and 

have moved our November game to Umkomaas to 

make up for their loss on the day. Under the 

circumstances the golf course management and staff 

need to be congratulated for presenting a golf course 

in such good condition with limited staff availability. 

Well done Umdoni. Yes the rough is a bit long but 

actually we are supposed to play on the fairways and 

greens.  

As I have already said there was no prize giving (so no 

photos) but it was still competitive golf and prizes 

were delivered to the winners a day or two later. First 

place went to the four ball of Chris Johnson, Sarel 

Swart, Mick Marriott and Brian Navias. Best male 

Golfer went to Brian Navias and Best Lady went to 

Stella Scott. We need to warn Mr Navias that the 

handicapper might be under lockdown but he is not 

asleep.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DEIRDRE VAN HEERDEN 

Registered  Physiotherapist 

B PHYST (Pretoria)                                                                      

PR No 0175781  

Main Practice is in Umkomaas 

For an appointment phone  060 585 4201 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sue Howie delivering muffins while maintaining social   

distancing 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Everybody deserves somebody who makes   

them look forward to tomorrow. 

 

FIVE MINUTE CROSSWORD                     

This one from Ian Jenkins is just 

to keep those brain cells working.     

No prizes this time!  

Erratum: 20 across; high. 6down; name 

Solution next month 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 
Annual Ama Shova-shovafrom Pmb to 

Durban: cyclist Baboonworh finishing his 

tenth race 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

CYCLING ENTHUSIASTS 

How about some stories 

about off-road races like 

the Cape Epic, Sani2C and 

Jhb2c? 

Send your details to me 

before the 20th of August. 

– Ed 

----------------------------------------------------- 

T:  +27 39 3129100 | F:  +27 86 6158147  

| C:  +27 82 4552088 | E:  mikeh@hibiscus.co.za |  

                    W:  www.hibiscus.co.za 

Authorised Financial Services Provider FSP No.15463 

and FSP No.14641 

We run a very cost effective scheme for residents 

wishing to insure their household goods, vehicles and 

personal effects.  We also offer investment and life 

products. These include life policies, funeral plans, 

Medical Aid, Gap Cover as well as local and international 

investments, annuities and guarantee plans. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 




